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Norphlet Chemical Inc. said it plans to begin production this week at a chemical
manufacturing plant near El Dorado.

The company said it will invest $14 million in the new facility, which will employ 44
people at an average hourly wage of $22. Norphlet plans to operate out of the
former MacMillan Oil Refinery building, which sits on 92 acres.

"This is a great day for Norphlet and Union County," Gov. Mike Beebe said in a
news release. "Norphlet Chemical's investment in southern Arkansas is one we
hope to see repeated by other companies many times over in the near future. |
congratulate the company and the leaders in Norphlet who worked so hard to
bring good jobs to this community."

The plant will produce a chemical called R134A, which is a refrigerant used in
automobiles.

The company said its main client is Tulstar Products Inc. of Tulsa, a global
sourcing and distribution company that focuses on oil and chemical trading.
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